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= Basin Boundaries
(USGS 6-Digit Hydrologic Unit)

This map depicts aquatic life use support status.

For a copy of the Connecticut 1998
305(b) report, contact:

Ernest Pizzuto

Bureau of Water Management, PERD

Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection

79 EIm Street

Hartford, CT 06106-5127

(860) 424-3715

e-mail: ernest.pizzuto@po.state.ct.us

Surface Water Quality

Connecticut has restored over
300 miles of large rivers since enact-
ment of Connecticut’s State Clean
Water Act in 1967. Back in 1967,
about 663 river miles (or 74% of
the state’s 893 miles of large rivers
and streams) were unfit for fishing
and swimming. In 1998, Connecti-
cut reported that 161 river miles
(17%) do not fully support aquatic
life uses and 220 miles (23%) do
not support swimming due to
stressors such as bacteria, PCBs,
metals, oxygen-demanding wastes,

ammonia, nutrients, toxics, and
habitat alteration. Sources of these
pollutants include urban runoff and
storm sewers, industrial dischargers,
municipal sewage treatment plants,
and in-place contaminants. Threats
to Connecticut’s reservoir and lake
quality include atmospheric deposi-
tion, upstream impoundments, and
municipal sewage treatment plants.

Hypoxia (low dissolved oxygen)
is a widespread problem in
Connecticut’s estuarine waters in
Long Island Sound. Bacteria also
prevent shellfish harvesting and an
advisory restricts consumption of
bluefish and striped bass contami-
nated with PCBs. Connecticut’s
estuarine waters are impacted by
municipal sewage treatment plants,
combined sewer overflows, indus-
trial discharges and runoff, failing
septic systems, urban runoff, recre-
ational activities, and atmospheric
deposition. Historic waste disposal
practices also contaminated sedi-
ments in Connecticut’s harbors and
bays.

Connecticut did not report on
the condition of wetlands.

Ground Water Quality

The state and U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) have identified about
1,600 contaminated public and
private wells since the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) began keeping
records in 1980. Connecticut’s
Wellhead Protection Program incor-
porates water supply planning, dis-
charge permitting, water diversion,
site remediation, prohibited activi-
ties, and numerous nonpoint source
controls.
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Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.




